THE "MARY BRETT" AECHMEA. by Bernard Stonor.in Bromeletter 11(6):15. 1974

A small plant in a symmetrical rosette with narrow arching leaves tapering to a fine but soft point. Light green with small brown spines. Upper surface glabrous (without hairs; smooth), lower surface lepidote (surfaced with small, scurfy scales), scales small and inconspicuous. Leaf sheaths broad, inner surface dark purple. Inner leaves dark purple when flowering. Scape stout, erect; with the inflorescence wholly above the leaves. Inflorescence simple, dense, strobilate (flowers overlapping) .

Scape bracts thin, acuminate, serrulate. Light red-brown but soon becoming dry.

Floral bracts thin, navicule, acuminate. Margins mostly with small spines. Straw

coloured; light red mottling.

Sepals mucronate, connate for half their length, 22 mm long including the mucro,

which is 4 mm long, yellow with light red tips.

Petals mauve-pink. Flowers 35 mm long .

(Mr .Stonor has drawn to my notice that the above plant was mentioned in

September/October 1974 Bromeletter as "distachia hybrid Mary Brett" flowering in

Mrs. Johnston's garden.

Soon after the death of Miss Brett a plant was given to me with offset attached. , .

The offset.was sent to our Registrar of Cultivars, Mr. K.W. Allan who later flowered it and reported that it was a hybrid with one parent being Aechmea recurvata.Ed.)

Extracts from Mr. Stonor's letter: "The description was very vague but it sounds like the same plant as the one you gave me and which is now flowering. My plant is an Aechmea recurvata hybrid with no sign of Ae.distachia in the plant or in the flower. Since a number of people are growing this plant in at least three states, I would like to suggest that the plant should be given an official name, so I am writing to see what you think about it . The plant already seems to have an unofficial name Mary Brett, so I suggest that the name might be Aechmea  Mary Brett, though this matter would naturally have to be decided by the committee. The name would conform to the International Code of Nomenclature and is not likely to have been used for any other plant. All that would be necessary would be the publication of a description of the plant in Bromeletter and we would then have a definite named plant  known to everyone, instead of an unsatisfactory unnamed hybrid known only to those growing the plant. It would have to be described as a hybrid of unknown origin without any reference to possible parents. I don't know

if it would be considered for registration but this might be worth trying for once it is named.

I will enclose a description of my plant and I expect other members would send a description of theirs so there should not be any difficulty about the description .

(About eight years ago seed was sent to the Seed Bank of Ae. recurvata variety recurvata. From a planting to test viability I raised 8 plants that proved identical to the plant Mary Brett, with one difference. Some have mauve - pink petals while others have yellow petals. The donor of this seed could not remember what aechmeas were flowering at the same time as his Ae . recurvata so could not give any clues as to the second parent of this hybrid. These seedlings had not reached flowering size when I was given the plant Mary Brett and flowered at the same time as my new plant. Olwen Ferris).

AECHMEA 'MARY BRETT' by Olwen Ferris. in Bromeletter 17(2): 11. 1980

About 12 years ago, a gentleman from the south coast of N.S.W. paid me a visit at Thornleigh, Sydney, N.S.W. He brought with him a plant of Aechmea recurvata var. recurvata for identification and the seed from it for the Seed Bank.

After having the seed in the Seed Bank for two months, I test planted about 12 seeds of each batch for viability. All 12 seeds from this plant germinated. Later I could see that they differed greatly from my own batch of seedlings of Aechmea recurvata var. ortgiesii X Ae. recurvata var. benrathii. The latter showed their recurvata parentage but the former had wide, stiff leaves. Somewhere along the line the birds or bees had taken a hand in things and we had a group of hybrids on our hands.

About this time, three very nice, friendly people paid me a visit and asked if I knew how they could join The Bromeliad Society of Australia! This was my introduction to Doreen and Peter Johnston and their friend, Mary Brett.

Mary fell in love with one of my hybrid seedlings and promised to let me know when it flowered so that perhaps I could have a guess at the other parent in the cross. She lived just long enough to see the plant flower, a simple upright spike with orange bracts and yellow flowers. After her death, the Johnstons sugg​ested the plant be named Ae. 'Mary Brett' after their friend, and when I look at the other siblings, some with yellow flowers like Mary's plant while others have the lilac-blue of Ae. recurvata and one has a branched inflorescence, I always think of this remarkable woman who lived to help others.

She worked as a teacher, helping accident victims who had lost a limb or use of limbs, to find a new way of life. In her last years she got her diploma in German so that she could understand and help people who found English difficult to understand.

It is fitting that in this small way we can remember her in this sprightly, upright, neat growing Aechmea, that can take hard going along with thc good and be depended on to flower annually and grace the garden with a long lasting inflorescence. The stiff upright vase has blue tips to the bright green leaves and is bronze to dark blue at the base. Here

I grow it in full sun, but it is better with just a little filtered shade during the hottest time of the day.
